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Shipping Decarbonisation as Opportunity

• Shipping made both unequal and mutually beneficial trade possible; 
though the latter has not yet undone the damage of the former 

• While the shipping industry is not – and should not – be expected to 
solve all the world’s problems, the energy transition is an 
opportunity to improve lives

• However, the shipping industry can decarbonise while ensuring no 
one is left behind by focusing on policy and action that prioritises a 
transition that is environmentally effective, procedurally fair,
socially just, globally equitable, and technologically inclusive



Not Every Transition is “Just and Equitable”

1 – Unjust and Inequitable

disparities could widen and inequalities worsen; 

which is unacceptable, because the least responsible for the climate crisis are most affected

2 – More or Less Just and Equitable

disparities and inequalities remain static; 

which is a low bar

3 – Genuinely Just and Equitable

disparities and inequalities diminish; 
which means that the energy transition is an opportunity to protect the climate 

vulnerable and improve the lives of all, while insisting the polluter pays



The two largest circles, environmental 
effectiveness and procedural fairness, 
are non-negotiable, as they are 
grounded in climate science and 
good governance principles, 
respectively. 

More importantly, the three smaller 
circles that focus on social justice, 
global equity, and technological 
inclusiveness, are the conduits that 
both rely on and strengthen the 
connection between what is 
environmentally effective and 
procedurally fair. 

These elements are interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing. Making 
them work requires concerted action 
towards meeting the UN SDGs. 
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